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CABINET REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 
 
To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

Active Travel Fund 2021/22 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 In May 2018 the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced significant funding being 

made available over three years to support Active Travel schemes as part of the 
Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan. The funding will create new active travel 
routes across Wales, connecting people’s homes to schools, jobs and their local 
community with the aim of encouraging more people to walk or cycle. 

 
1.2 The report gives an update on the funding bids that have been submitted for Active 

Travel Funds for 2021/22 
 
1.3 The Report also gives an update on the Active Travel Network Map Consultation. 
 
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) that 
 
2.1  The content of the report be noted. 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In May 2018, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced significant funding being 

made available over three years to support active travel schemes as part of the 
Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan. The funding will create new active travel 
routes across Wales, connecting people’s homes to schools, jobs and their local 
community with the aim of encouraging more people to walk or cycle. 

 

Date Written 16th November 2021 

Report Author Beth Jones/Alun Evans /Anouska 
Beaumont 

Service Area Economic Development 

Committee Division Place & Transformation 

Exempt/Non Exempt Non Exempt 

Committee Date 1st December 2021 



3.2 Only schemes that are identified on the relevant Integrated Network Map, submitted 
to Welsh Government are considered for funding.  

 
3.3 Local authorities receive a core allocation of funding to deliver improvements to their 

networks and can also bid for additional schemes. 
 
3.4 You will be aware from a cabinet report in February 2021, a bid was submitted for 

£2.27 million to the Active Travel Fund 2020/21 for Core Active Travel work, 
including scheme development, minor scheme improvements and review of the 
Integrated Network Maps. The main scheme priority will be to continue the 
development and commence the delivery of a network of walking and cycling routes 
focussed in and around the town centre – Merthyr Tydfil Interchange Central – whilst 
other development work will look at a potential link from the Taff Trail to Bike Park 
Wales and the Tunnel, as well as upgrading opportunities on the Trevithick Trail.  

 
3.5  Following the submission of these bids we were notified in March 2021 that we were 

had been awarded £757,000 for 2021/22.  
 
3.6 An opportunity to apply to Welsh Government for further funding for the Merthyr 

Tydfil Interchange Central scheme was provided in July 2021. 
 
3.7 In September 2021, we were informed that we had been awarded a further £701,000 

for the following schemes. 
 
 Court Street - £247,000, this scheme is creating improved crossing points for 

pedestrians in the vicinity of Tesco roundabout and a controlled crossing near the 
Fountain shop. 

 
 Avenue De Clichy - £215,000, this scheme is delivering increased footpath width for 

cyclists and pedestrians along the western side of the road from Caedraw 
roundabout to St Tydfil’s Bridge. There will also be an improved crossing facility 
replacing the Zebra Crossing near Caedraw flats. 

 
 Bethesda Street - £239,000, this scheme will increase the footpath width on the 

Northern Side of the road from the junction with Cyfarthfa Road to the Red Spice; 
there will also be junction realignment and realigning the toucan crossing. 

 
3.8 These projects must be delivered by the end of the financial year, and due to the 

lengthy delay in the funding award from Welsh Government, this is a very 
challenging timescale. A contractor has been appointed and works will start on site 
mid-November. 

 
3.9 We will shortly be preparing and submitting bids for next year’s projects and 

councillors will be kept informed of this early in the New Year. 
 
3.10 Councillors will also be aware that has been ongoing on the Active Travel Network 

Map consultation, which first went live in April 2021 on the commonplace platform.  
This consultation was a blank map where members of the public could place a pin on 
the map to highlight a particular area which they felt needed improvement for walking 



or cycling. This exercise was very successful, resulting in over a thousand people 
participating in the consultation. 

 
3.11 After the consultation ended, officers reviewed all the comments received and this 

informed the plotting of these routes on the draft active travel map. 
 
3.12 This map is now out for a statutory 12 week consultation period ending on the 6th 

December. Following this, the map will be reviewed again and amended if 
necessary, prior to submission to Welsh Government by the 31st December 2021. 

 
 

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 There are no financial implications as the award is 100% funded by Welsh 

Government. 
 
 

5.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Neutral / 
Not 

Applicable  
1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being Objectives 

 
4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development Principles 
- How have you considered the five 
ways of working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 
 

5 of 5 0 of 5  0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 

10 of 10 0 of 10 0 of 10 

4. Socio-economic Disadvantage 
 

6 of 6 0 of 6 0 of 6 

5. Consultation and Engagement Undertaken 
Due to be 

Undertaken 
Not Required 

 
 

1 of 1 0 of 1 0 of 1 

6. Data and Evidence to inform the 
proposal 

Yes No 

 
 

1 of 1 1 of 1 

7. Biodiversity and the resilience of 
Ecosystems 

Maintained Enhanced Reduced 
Neutral / 

N/A 

 
 

0 of 1  1 of 1  0 of 1 0 of 1 



Summary 
 

The main positive 
impacts are: 
 

Improve resilience of the nmu network and improve connectivity 
for residents. Providing a better environment for pedestrians and 
cyclists to encourage modal shift. 

The main 
negative impacts 
are:  
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 

of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 
 


